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From the most general level of form and content to the

most minute level of the same, Annie Hall is a richly textured

tapestry, woven fromvé mvriad of contradictory, paradoxical threads,
creating a very essence that is in itself "bi-sociative."”

At the most elemental and outward level, a bi-sociative
relationship exists between a film and the audience viewing that
film; the film creates an illusory, film reality while the audience
views (and exists) in a "real" realitv. Indeed, the very act of
viewing a motion picture is-in itself "the perceiving of a
situation or idea...in two self-consistent but habitually in-
compatible frames of reference." ;?ﬂf{

In Annie Hall, this bi-sociative relationship between film

and viewer isv@ccentuated from a psychological basis--the notion
of bi-sociative contradiction and opposition is presented as
having its origin in the human mind and manifesting itself in
human behavior; i.e., psvchology.

At the outset of Annie Hall Alvy Singer speaks directly

. to the audience as if it were his analyst. This consciousness

of the audience tells us that it is allright to laugh, making us
feel as if were are "in on the joke." In fact, Alvy starts with
a joke which, in itself, embodies the bi-sociative, contradictory
nature of human behavior which the film veryvy successfully attempts
to depict: "One old lady says, 'the food is really terrible,'
and the other old lady says, ‘yes, and such small portions.'"
During our "session" with Alvy, he tells us about numerous
personal relationships he has had, the most important one being
the one with Annie. We get scenes from Alvv's early childhood

all the wayv up to his break-up with Annie.!/ﬁhroughout. dialogue,






